This is a further paper in the series dealing with genera of the family Thornenematidae Siddiqi, 1969. The genus Opisthodorylaimus was established by Ahmad & Jairajpuri (1982) for three new species with a monoopisthodelphic female reproductive system. The new genus was considered to be close to the genera Thornenema Andrassy, 1959 and Mesodorylaimus Andrassy, 1959 .
MATERIAL AND METHODS
Specimens of known species used in this study were, except for paratypes, collected in various parts of the world, while those of new species were collected in Africa. Soil samples were either fixed in toto with hot 5 % formaldehyde and the nematodes extracted afterwards or the nematodes were first extracted and then killed with the same fixative. All specimens were mounted in glycerine on permanent Cobb's slides; sections were mounted in glycerine jelly.
MORPHOLOGY AND CHARACTER EVALUATION
Body size and shape: Opisthodorylaimus comprises small to medium sized species (0.6 mm<L<2.2 mm), with very variable a and c ratios (27 < a < 67; 2.3 < c < 22.6). Vulva position ranges from 32.6 to 51 .8 9lo . The body shape varies from almost straight to almost C-shaped. Amphids: amphids variable in shape, mostly with stirrup-shaped fovea and its aperture occupying about half or more than half of the lip region width (Figs lE, F; 4F, K-M; 8D, E; 10C). Goblet-like amphidial foveas are also present (Fig. 12C ), in this case the aperture occupies only half of maximum fovea width. Some specimens of 0. sylphoides showed a duplex configuration in the amphidial fovea ( Fig. 4K-M) . The shape of the amphids has little diagnostic value.
Odontostyle and odontophore: odontostyle cylindroid with straight dorsal side and its ventral side slightly dorsally bent at the level of the aperture. The length varies from 10-21 depending upon the species, the aperture occupying onefourth to one-third of the length. Size and shape of the odontostyle may have some diagnostic importance.
Odontophore rod-like, from poorly ( There is great variability at the level of the pharyngo-intestinal junction, even within species, so the character has no diagnostic value. Tail: females with long tail, more or less symmetrical and not constricted (Fig. 12E) , slightly dorsally-convex ( Fig. 5B, E ; 11B) or strongly dorsallyconvex 5C, D; 6F, G) . Males with short tail, convex-conoid with broadly rounded terminus (Fig. 9A) , having a more flattened or even concave ventral side. Some species show a marked intraspecific variation in tail shape (Figs 3A-E; 5B-E) so that in these cases the diagnostic value of the character is limited.
Reproduction and genital system: reproduction occurs mainly by parthenogenesis, but also by amphimixis, depending upon the species. Female reproductive system mono-opisthodelphic, pseudo-mono-opisthodelphic or didelphic. Monodelphism and pseudo-monodelphism can be present in one and the same species (Fig. 11C, F) . Didelphism can be a stable character ( Fig.   7A-D ) or occasionally appears as an abnormality in some normally monodelphic species ( Fig. 2A, D) . Ovary variable in position with respect to the intestine. Vagina extending inward over half or less of the corresponding
